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We are so ready to get back into activities this fall.  School has started, confirmation classes 
have started, and soon it will be Rally Sunday and the kickoff for the rest of our Sunday School 
programming to begin!  This year, we are working with our school and Sunday School to help 
raise funds to purchase snacks or accept donations of snacks to help stock the shelves.   Please 
look at the flyers for more information and snack suggestions.  Bring that Noisy offering in too 
as this month’s change will be going towards this.  We are also super excited to share that 
Coteau To Go will be in the parking lot on Rally Sunday!  They will be available before and after 
church, serving up some fabulous drinks.   We encourage all youth, children, leaders, and school 
teachers, be present for worship this day so that we may pray over them special blessings and 
celebrations for the year!  
  
Also make sure to mark your calendars for our Confirmation Sunday, October 25th and our 
Mission Fest Sunday, November 15th!  
  
The power of prayer is so great.  Continue to keep all of those on our prayer list on your minds 
and in your hearts.  Offer help if you can.  Pray for those in our nursing homes or stop in for a 
visit.  Send a card to make someone’s day special.    
  
If you are on Facebook, make sure you have liked our page, Emmanuel Lutheran Church.  Stay 
up to date with the latest news and happenings at our church and in our communities.  If you 
have something you would like to share, make sure to let us know.  We share our newsletter on 
Facebook, email, or have hard copies available in the church narthex.    
  
Bible verse of the month- “Let us not become weary in doing good..” Galatians 6:9  
  
Peace and Blessings,    
Sandi   
sraderma@hotmail.com  701-269-0706  
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The Hope of the Resurrection 
Hope is an interesting word.  We use it so casually throughout our conversations.  “I hope it rains.”  
“I hope we win the football game.”  “I hope I got a good grade on that last history test.”  “I hope 
the baby sleeps through the night.” 
 
During these past few weeks, hope has taken on a whole new meaning as I think about the hope of 
the resurrection and what comfort that hope has brought and continues to bring to me…as it should 
for all of us as we remember that we belong to the God of all hope.  Such hope is anchored to 
God’s promises we find in scripture.  Such hope does not disappoint; it is steadfast, sure and 
certain.  All because of who it is we place our hope in. 
 
The apostle Paul reminds us in 1 Timothy 4:10 that “we have set our hope on the living God, who 
is Savior of all.”  This is the hope we all need.   
 
Our God is the one who loves us without our asking, who sent his only beloved Son into the world 
to die for us and for our salvation.  God is the all-powerful, all-knowing, ever-present ruler over all, 
who is able to do more than we could ever ask or imagine. Our hope is in our victorious, 
resurrected Savior, who did not stay dead but conquered sin and death by rising again so we can 
have the assurance of everlasting life.   
 
Jesus is our living hope.  He is the one that gives us “new birth into a living hope.” (1 Peter 1:3) 
The resurrection of Jesus matters and is vital to our everyday faith.  Resurrection hope is a hope for 
today and a future hope…it’s a hope for the now and the not yet. It is that living hope that brings 
comfort as we lose loved ones knowing that death does not hold us but that they are resting within 
the arms of a loving Savior who is faithful to his promises.  Our hope in Jesus is a hope that never 
disappoints; it is a hope that frees us from guilt and shame and the power of sin. It is the hope that 
assures us that we will never be alone as God will never leave or forsake us. 
 
Death is not the end for those who believe.  We live with Christ for all eternity and there will be no 
more sickness, no more sin or sorrow, no more separation or grief.  That, dear friends, is 
resurrection hope and oh, what comfort that hope gives!  
 
May Christ’s resurrection hope strengthen and encourage you today as it continues to strengthen 
and encourage me. 
 
Shar Gumke,   
Synod Authorized Minister. 
 
 



 
 

September/October Calendar of Events 

September 4th- Coffee with kids at the school- 9am 

September 6th- Worship Service with Communion 10:30am 

September 7th- Labor day- No school  
September 13th- Worship Service 10:30am- Rally Sunday- Noisy offering to help 
Snack drive, Coteau to Go in parking lot, Sunday School 9:45am, Potluck to follow 
worship 

September 20th- Worship Service with Communion 10:30am, Sunday School 9:45am 

September 27th- Worship Service 10:30am, Sunday School 9:45am 

October 4th- Worship Service with Communion 10:30am, Sunday School 9:45am 

October 11th- Worship Service 10:30am, Noisy Offering, Sunday School 9:45am 

October 18th- Worship Service at 10:30am, Sunday School 9:45am 

October 20th- Girl’s Volleyball in Gackle 

October 25th- Confirmation Sunday, worship service 10:30am 

November 15th- Mission Fest Sunday- Guest speaker- Pastor Colin Neuharth 

 
 
We want to con^nue to improve our monthly newsle_er.  Do you have something to 
add?  Please let Haleigh know.  Send her your informa^on to her via email: 
haleighjlewis@gmail.com  
 
 



 
  
Those in need of con^nued Prayer: 
Gackle Care Center: Helen Elhard, Wilbert Denning, Arlyss Mertz 
Edgewood: Quen^n Mertz 
Wishek Living Center: Violet Diede 
Ave Maria: Gary Larson 
 
Also in need of prayer: Dawn Veil-Stein, Nicole Olson, JD Dahl, Family of Kenny Gumke, Steve 
Moos, Paulette Kir, Jim Lewis (father of Haleigh Zenker), Summit Baker, Duane Suko 
 

September Worship Support 

Ushers Warren Zenker Family 

Greeters Katy Ruff 

Altar Guild Linda Zenker 

Steward/Acolyte Denise Wittmier 

 
October Worship Support 

Ushers Archie Koenig & Robin Iszler 

Greeters Denise Wittmier 

Altar Guild Patty Moos 

Steward/Acolyte Liezl Ferreira 

 
Visitations and Personal Communion 

We are committed to looking into new options and the best ways to serve our congregation.  
Are you not able to make it to communion and wish to receive?  We want you to know that we 
can serve you communion anytime.  Would you like a personal visit?  Let us know and we will 
schedule a time to get together.  Know of anyone that hasn’t been able to come to church that 
could use a visit?  Let us know and we will give them a call and check in.  We are still looking for 
people that would like to help with visits too.  All you need is the ability to talk, we can help with 
the rest.   
 
 



Offering Envelopes: 
If anyone does not have or is in need of offering envelopes, please let Bonnie Denning know.  

She will get them to you!!  Thanks. 
 
 

 
 

Our synod website has so much information to share with us about events 
happening in our area, training courses that we can attend or participate over 
Zoom, and so many more resources.  They also have a newsletter that you can 
subscribe to through email.  Please take a look! 
www.eandsynod.org 
 

 

 
 

Online Dona^ons 
Forget to bring your offering to church, haven’t made it in for a while, or just want an easier way 
to donate to our church?  You are able to donate online.  Just a few clicks and you can share 
funds with us.  Go to the address listed below, click on the donate bu_on on the top.  Select 
contribute under select support a specific congrega^on, click on another partner congrega^on, 
and then you can select Emmanuel Lutheran from the listed congrega^ons.   
 
www.ndchris^ansact.org 
 
Those members who bank at Dakota Heritage can also donate easily by seong up regular 
transfers between accounts.  Contact the bank directly and see how they can help set this up for 
you.  

 
 

http://www.eandsynod.org/
http://www.ndchristiansact.org/


 

2026 BudgetYTD Regular Offerings
Item Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

Regular Offerings $1,125 $12,201 $11,821 $12,463 $8,484 $8,911 $4,503 $7,276 - - - - $66,784
Actual Expenses $6,294 $6,986 $8,035 $6,352 $6,925 $17,728 $5,627 $4,875 - - - - $62,821
Balance ($5,169) $5,215 $3,787 $6,112 $1,559 ($8,817) ($1,124) $2,401 - - - - $3,964

If you have any questions or feedback, please contact Marella Sebring.
marellasebring@msn.com
763-228-0599

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Financial Report

As of  08/28/2026

Year over Year

2026 Year to Date

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Budget Divided by 12 $7,963 $7,963 $7,963 $7,963 $7,963 $7,963 $7,963 $7,963 $7,963 $7,963 $7,963 $7,963
Actual Expenses $6,294 $6,986 $8,035 $6,352 $6,925 $17,728 $5,627 $4,875 - - - -

Regular Offerings $1,125 $12,201 $11,821 $12,463 $8,484 $8,911 $4,503 $7,276 - - - -
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YTD Regular Offerings 2026 Budget

 $(40,000)

 $(20,000)

 $-

 $20,000

 $40,000

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2022 8,398 7,761 5,903 8,489 11,168 5,515 5,886 14,726 9,174 21,328 6,332 12,604
2023 6,086 6,886 9,881 11,002 4,799 10,838 8,071 15,951 10,686 10,843 20,566 17,606
2024 5,773 8,041 22,580 11,023 4,182 12,073 3,505 8,138 18,450 4,815 7,659 34,570

2025 5,831 9,601 10,409 9,105 10,008 6,379 8,740 5,920 18,274 12,789 6,444 26,221
2026 (28,875) 12,201 11,821 12,463 8,484 8,911 4,503 7,276 - - - -

General Income

Total
2022 117,286
2023 133,216
2024 140,809
2025 129,720

2026 36,784
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General Income

 $-
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 $60,000

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2022 10,520 12,782 9,212 8,432 10,664 14,040 6,434 6,486 4,311 7,706 11,895 11,253
2023 26,456 6,825 6,741 5,420 6,257 11,821 4,177 4,857 4,390 8,487 8,627 10,472

2024 9,050 7,927 9,045 6,068 12,950 2,110 9,661 3,961 53,156 10,303 12,521 4,634
2025 28,130 7,045 12,691 5,526 33,027 11,167 4,838 3,892 5,943 4,655 11,101 6,470
2026 6,294 6,986 8,035 6,352 6,925 17,728 5,627 4,875 - - - -

Expense

Total
2022 113,735

2023 104,530
2024 141,385
2025 134,482
2026 62,821
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$30k into CD



 
 
 
 
 
 
CIA–September 2026 
 
“For everything there is a season.” 
 
It’s that time of the year again!  Fall!  We are back to school, Sunday School, Confirmation, Bible 
Studies, Youth events and a variety of other activities. CIA congregations do all these things, some 
independently, some together.  These opportunities are a gift for each and every one of us. Have you 
thought about the benefits of what we do together?  
 
Book studies: These occur online and give everyone an opportunity.  The Book of the Month for 
September The Journey of God, by UJ Professor Jonathan Lyonhart.  The discussion is on 9/29 @ 
7pm.  And as a special treat, the author will be joining in on the discussion.   
 



281 Bold:  Have you checked out 281 Bold yet?  What a great time to start or a great time to share 
this online ministry with others.  On 281 Bold, you will see your friends and neighbors share 
about their faith.  You will see our pastors share their sermons around different themes.  It’s harvest 
time and sometimes we find it hard to leave the combine, the tractor, or the truck.  Maybe you or 
someone you know is on the go and needs a way to connect to church, 281 Bold is a great way to do 
it. 
 
Coming up! The CIA Advent devotional. Soon your CIA representative will have the information and 
may ask you to write a devotion.  Please consider saying, “yes!”  The Advent devotional is used by 
many of us for the holy season, it is a wonderful way to spend a few minutes every day. 
 
It’s Fall!  It’s a great time to look for ways to connect; in your congregation, your community, or shared 
CIA ministries.  Blessings as you start the season.     
 
 
 
Sunday School/Younger Youth Schedule: *Lessons only apply to the younger youth group. 
 
September 13 – Isaac’s Blessing 
September 20- Free From Slavery 
September 27 – Red Sea 
October 4 – Ten Commandments 
October 11– Battle of Jericho 
October 18 – Naomi and Ruth 
October 25– NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
November 1 – David and Goliath 
November 8– NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
November 15 – Elijah and the Widow 
November 22 – Jonah and the Big Fish 
November 29 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
December 6 – Jesus is Born 
December 13 – Wise Men 
December 20 – Jesus’ Baptism 
December 27 & January 3– NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
January 10 – The Disciples 
January 17 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
January 24 - The Lord’s Prayer 
January 31 – Woman at the Well 
February 7– A Storm 
February 14 – Centurion Servant 
February 21 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
February 28 – Jesus Blessed Children 
March 7- Greatest Commandments 
March 14 – Holy Week 
March 21– NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
March 28 (Easter Sunday)– NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
April 4– Easter/Great Commission 
April 11 – Doubting Thomas 
April 18 – The Ascension 
April 25– Holy Spirit 
May 2 – Philip and Ethiopian 
May 9 – Saul and Paul 



 



 



 

 

 



 

Church Records 
 

We are updating our Church records. Lots of information is missing.  
Please fill out a sheet for each family member with the following information to assist with the records.  
Full Name: ______________________________________________________  
Address: ________________________________________________________  
Phone #: Home ___________________ Cell: ____________________  
Birth:  
Date: ________________ Where: ____________________  
Father’s Name __________________________________________  
Mother’s Maiden Name __________________________________  
Brothers: _________________________________________________  
Sisters: __________________________________________________ Baptism:  

Date: ______________________ Where: ________________________  
Pastor: ___________________________________________  
Sponsors: ________________________________________  
Confirmation:  
Date: _______________________ Where: ___________________________  
Pastor: ___________________________________________  
Marriage:  
Date: ________________________ Where: _______________________To Whom: 
_______________________________Pastor: ______________  
Children: _______________________________________________________  

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

***Emmanuel Lutheran Church*** 
Du#es of the Ushers 

(reviewed on 3/2022)  
  

1. Arrive at church 30 minutes prior to service.  
  

2. Turn Sanctuary lights on and off before and aCer service.  
  

3. Raise and lower shades on windows before and aCer service.  
  

4. Put up hymn numbers (numbers are in room to leC of altar in cupboard).  
  

5. Turn on the Cross at altar (switch is labeled in room to the right of altar).  
  

6. Turn lamps on for the Lectern and Pulpit.  Turn off aCer service.  
  

7. Fill ceramic pitcher with water and place on bapMsmal font along with silver bowl that goes in the 
bapMsmal font (pitcher and bowl are located in room to the leC of altar on the counter by sink).  
  

8. Hand out bulleMns, newsleRers, etc.  
  

9. Ring church bell at least 3 Mmes just before beginning of the service.  
  

10. Count the number of people aRending the service (easily done from the balcony someMme aCer 
service has begun) (number in aRendance is to be wriRen in the book which is in the fellowship hall).  
  

11. Receive offering plates, gathering offering, and bring offering forward when pastor signals.  
  

12. Usher people forward for Holy Communion (one usher stands towards the front to allow worshipers to 
advance to front).  
  

13. Usher people out when church service has concluded.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

2026 EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Church Office 701-485-3368 

SAM-Shar Gumke 701-320-1920 
SAM- Joel Zenker 701-997-9047 

 
Council Members: 
 Sandra Rivinius, President  701-269-0706 (cell) 
  sraderma@hotmail.com   
  
 Marella Sebring, Council Treasurer  701-485-3543 (home) 
  marellasebring@msn.com  763-228-0599 (cell) 
 
 Tina Nitschke, Council Secretary 701- 830-1957 (cell) 
 
 Bonnie Denning, Financial Secretary 701-485-3798 (home) 
  sports@daktel.com  701-320-5864 (cell) 
 

Liezl Ferreira, Steward     
liezlbekkerf@gmail.com  701-830-9881 (cell)  

 
 Denise Wittmier, Steward   701-269-1485 (cell) 
  denwitt@daktel.com 
 
 Steve Moos, Trustee    701-320-3597 (cell) 
  Smoos59@msn.com 
 
 Taylor Lund, Trustee    701-307-0056 (cell) 
  bubbalund@gmail.com    
 
Other Contacts: 
 Haleigh Zenker, Church Office Secretary 952-270-1747 (cell) 
  haleighjlewis@gmail.com 
 
 Bonnie Denning, Organist   701-485-3798 (home)  
  Church Work Groups 

sports@daktel.com   701-320-5864 (cell) 
 
 Julia Friez, Custodian                             435-256-5631 (cell) 
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